. The US Supreme Court made this clear in 1944, "parents may be free to become martyrs themselves. But it does not follow they are free, in identical circumstances, to make martyrs of their children before they have reached the age of full and legal discretion -----" 7) .
With regard to patients who object to blood transfusion, in 1998 the Japan Society of Blood Transfusion (JSBT, currently the Japan .
An investigation of child fatalities in the USA between 1975 and 1995 revealed that when faith healing was used in lieu of conventional medical treatment a substantial number (>140 cases) of child fatalities and associated suffering could be prevented 7) . Existing laws in 1998 may have been inadequate in the USA to protect children from this form of medical neglect 9) . UNICEF found that almost 3,500 children under the age of 15 die every year from child abuse and neglect in 27 developed countries 10) . Japan appears to have a higher incidence of child maltreatment deaths e. When one legal guardian consents to blood transfusion but the other objects, the medical provider shall make an effort to obtain the consent of both guardians, but in the case of an emergency, shall administer blood transfusion with the consent of the guardian who consents to blood transfusion. 
FLOWCHART OF CONSENT TO BLOOD TRANSFUSION AND CERTIFICATE FOR EXEMPTION FROM LIABILITY

ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN BY MEDICAL PROVIDERS
On the basis of judicial precedents, published guidelines set forth a way to allow blood transfusion under special circumstances, such as a situation that is life-threatening without transfusion, even if patient and/or guardian consent is not obtained. It is also feasible for medical institutions to adapt guidelines to particular circumstances after due diligence and with the approval of an ethics committee and/or other relevant body. In addition, it is desirable to have procedures in place to secure the consensus of more than one doctor, including the doctor in charge of a patient's care, to judge a patient's capacity to make medical decisions. . Although intervention in parental rights must follow court proceedings, which generally take time, the judiciary has expressed understanding towards hospitals having difficulties in the case of surgery for children for whom parental consent is not obtained, 
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COMMENTARY ON THE GUIDELINES FOR MANAGING CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTION
Judicial precedents
Judicial decisions in which patients or their legal guardians objected to blood transfusion or treatment are described below. These are very important cases in understanding the right to refuse transfusion and health care neglect. 
